RJUUAA MEETING SUMMARY – Wednesday, September 1, 2021, UUAA                                        In attendance:  Mary Lynn (ML on zoom), Mary Ann (MA), Priscilla, Tim Richards, Donna Clark, Ginny, Marina Brown, Kathy, Carolyn
 OLD BUSINESS
1. NACRJ Grant - $4500 being held at UUAA for disbursement (ML, Ginny, Priscilla)
· Stipends for returning citizens being trained as restorative justice facilitators – deadline for applications - August 30, 2021
· DRC reserving 10 spots in October training (10/12,19, 20, 11/9 – 5:30-8:30pm) for returning citizens
· 7 applications received to date (Ginny has spreadsheet with all information): Applications received:
· Nicole Harris, Taylor Sils, Billy Cole, Danney Jones, Demetrius Titus, Tony Grant, Sentra Brownlee
      PROCESS:
1) ML confirms names and info on spreadsheet; Reviews responses, and looks for any other concerns
2) Priscilla will call each person who answered “NO” to “formerly incarcerated” question.  Ask if “justice involved”.
3) List goes to Belinda for final confirmation that applicants are accepted into the DRC program
4) ML drafts letter confirming applicants’ acceptance into program and explains $300 stipend from RJUUAA 
5) ML verifies final list of applicants and sends a letter to each
6) Members of RJUUAA will call each grantee AFTER the first DRC session (October 12, 2021) to ask:
a. How did it go?  Wish to continue?
b. Do you need anything?
c. How to send you payment (check, money order, etc)
d. List will be given to Ed Lynn (UUAA) to send out $300 stipend to each grantee that attended the first session
NOTE: Money left unspent will be saved for next cohort to be trained (tentatively scheduled for winter 2022 – depending upon the number of cases sent by the Prosecutor’s office).  If no second training – group will discuss what to do with remaining money.  Mary Lynn will check with Belinda and with NACRJ to see if money could be offered to the DRC.
- The first case from Prosecutor’s office is expected to be sent to the DRC ~Sept 8

2. NACRJ Chicago conference (July 6-9, 2022 pre-conference session 7/6)
· Conference theme:  The Gathering: Real Transformation. The Time is NOW.  How do we get there TOGETHER? See link: (https://nacrj.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=346&Itemid=1677)

· Group (min. 4 people), early bird registration - $275/person fee to sign up by deadline of 12/1/2021
· Kathy will send note out, asking who is interested and send to her by 
mid-November
· Currently interested:  Kathy, Carolyn, Mary Ann, Priscilla, Donna (already meets min. 4 for a grp rate)
· Kathy will find out what kind of deposit is needed to hold conference reservation 
*Conference has juried sessions and we may be interested in conducting one.  Group will be contacted when NACRJ calls for papers, we can consider to present. 
· Ideas:  MA - as a grass roots organization, how we organized, etc.; Returning citizens RJ project; generating interest in congregational involvement in restorative justice

3. Carolyn submitted a UUAA newsletter article about NACRJ grant received and other projects RJUUAA in working on.  Do we want to do one article each month? Discuss at next meeting.

4. Hobby Craft project with Women’s Huron Valley Correctional Facility (WHV) (Priscilla, Mary Ann, Ginny, Donna)
1) Concerns - how to manage given prison constraints
2) Next steps
a. Farideh (woman from another WHV group) - will talk to LaWanda  (returned citizen) about benefits to the women we are targeting
b. MA talk to Susan about how PCAP does this.  PCAP used a website to buy items, and you could look online by prisoner’s name. 
3) Tim had a past experience where art was displayed that women in prison created.  They were not paid, and it was beneficial to them to have their art shown.
4) ML – it could be a fundraiser.  The money would not go to the women but they could decide where it goes.  Could possibly get support of administration for such a thing.  Another benefit is humanizing them.  A way to frame them in a very positive light.
5) Donna - fiber arts group is talking about a holiday sale at UUAA.  Could there be a conjunction with that?  Donna is happy to be the liaison between fiber arts group and RJ. 
6) Carolyn - talked about Kathie Gourley donating yarn to men’s Muskegon prison and the men would knit stuff for donation
7) Timing could be after Christmas when there is a bit of a let-down in the prison

NEW BUSINESS
5. Documentary on prison gerrymandering produced by MICEMI - “Drawing the Line:  Inside the Fight to End Prison Gerrymandering” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NhGWjeDJNp0
1) Wait to see if we could coordinate as part of a larger group
2) Marina - everybody talking about gerrymandering - good time to do it

6. Program supporting returning citizens/previously incarcerated (Mary Ann, Priscilla)
1) Researching current resources and pulling together into a RJUUAA “program.” Discussed issues faced by formerly incarcerated that we know.
2) What might this “program” look like, financing, etc. -- to be rolled out to larger congregation?
3) Examples:  Direct support, Direct aid, Fundraising, barriers to getting out of poverty, etc.
4) Maintain relationships with women for 12-18 months - to get them resources
5) How to get congregation involved.  Great project for people in congregation work on. This helps our congregation understand the humanity of people who are or were incarcerated.
6) Could do as the newsletter next month.
FORUMS
7. Oct 17 - Danny Jones, MICEMI, etc. will be speaker for social justice connection with Carolyn and Tim
1. Danny’s personal story about Restorative Justice program inside prison and productive on the outside
2. Asking UUAA for Forum after service – to give congregation more info on ending mass incarceration (STILL WAITING TO HEAR ABOUT UUAA FORUMS)
8. November forum - Good Neighbor Project - Lawanda Hollister, American Friends Service Committee (Priscilla)
1. Priscilla will ask Demetrius about the program and who best to speak
2. About 1 hour forum – explain involvement for congregation (Demetrius gave presentation 2019)
9. December Forum- a presentation on restorative justice + circle (Kathy, Tim, Mary Ann)
1. Kathy will share FORJ PPt presentation for group to consider
2. Presentation + a peace-making circle as part of the form - focus on 2 to 3 questions….to get people to offer their perspective…and have a dialogue
Other

10. Book group – “Waiting for an Echo: The Madness of American Incarceration”
(Donna and Priscilla)
1. Possible date – March 2022. Will need promotion ahead to get people to read the book
11.  Jan/Feb Possibility of Kathie Gourlay coming to one of our meetings to present on the sex offender registry – a trial run to see if we want to offer to congregation.


Parking Lot:  Do a whole service next year on restorative justice – Ginny will send a not to Manish asking if this is possible; Craig – trauma-informed restorative justice – forum, perhaps following reading of the book.
 
Next meeting:  September 29th, 4:00 – 5:30pm at UUAA + zoom
