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Purpose:
To develop a re-entry support ministry for women being released from Women’s Huron Valley Correctional Facility to Washtenaw County and nearby communities.

Background: 
Women who have been released from prison have a variety of physical and emotional needs in the period immediately following their release and in the months that follow.  The challenges awaiting them can be overwhelming and difficult to navigate alone.  There are some programs in our area that provide an array of services to returning citizens.  However, through personal and professional relationships with women at WHV, several UUAARJ members have observed first-hand the many struggles and obstacles that women face despite these offerings.  

The COVID-19 pandemic has added even more burdens and difficulties in accessing direct support for previously incarcerated women.  Some programming within the WHV facility that would help prepare citizens for release has been restricted since March 2020, due to safety concerns.  Additionally, programs and services in the community have had to make major changes in how services are offered if they are able to offer them at all.  

Proposal:
We propose the development of a returning citizen ministry within the RJUUAA committee.  This ministry would provide supports to recently released women in the form of companionship with a volunteer as well as some direct aid as needed*.  This effort is meant to augment and support the aid that existing programs have available.  Coordination and communication with those entities would be a major component of the ministry.  
Each woman receiving our support would have a volunteer resource person from UUAA.  Volunteers would ideally be matched with a woman prior to her release date to begin to build their relationship and begin planning for life outside of prison.  Orientation and on-going support will be provided to all volunteers.

(*Examples of short-term needs may include clothing, personal items, minor cash assistance, safe housing, medical care, and accessing local resources.  Long-term needs might include assistance with finding employment, finding a therapist/counselor, and spiritual fellowship.)

Action Steps:
1. Determine criteria for support (who, what, how much, how long, etc)
2. Create a comprehensive list of currently existing resources in the community.
3. Establish procedure for volunteer recruitment, orientation, and support 
4. Develop a budget and identify fundraising sources
5. Develop strategies for educating the congregation about this ministry

