Agenda for RJUUAA, January 26 at 3:00
Zoom link: Carolyn Madden is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77019699989?pwd=--Pct_weH9V5rV6GRmlTTwrFR28p1G.1

Old Business

1. Follow up to proposal to Rev. Manish about planning a RJ service 
· message sent by Ginny
· Rev. Manish’s response not encouraging (included below)
· Carolyn recommended continuing to pursue this idea, all endorsed.

2. Discussed creative arts project for WHV with support from Amani Sawari Meeting cancelled ;  follow up? 

3. Follow up on Lawanda's video –Send as attachment.  Volume not very loud. Carolyn checking with Mike Muha for link for newsletter. ([image: ]  laWanda Video.mp4 )
When/where/how to use?

4. Programming 
A. January forum – (reflections)
B. February forum: Good Neighbor – (cancelled)
C. March forum – Part 2 – “What is Restorative Justice” in person only and actual healing circle (Kathy, Tim, Mary Ann) –(suggest canceling?)

5. Reentry ministry at UUAA -– main idea: “ministry to support recently released women in the form of companionship with a volunteer as well as some direct aid as needed.” 
      Report from Illinois congregation - Priscilla; Mass congregation - Mary Ann
5 Action Steps:
· Determine criteria for support (who, what, how much, how long, etc) (MA)
· Create a comprehensive list of currently existing resources in the community (PT)
· Establish procedure for volunteer recruitment, orientation, and support (PT)
· Develop a budget and identify fundraising sources (ML, Ginny will meet with Ed for guidance about a fundraising effort (like immigration did)
· Develop strategies for educating the congregation about this ministry (sub-group willing to work on once resources, etc.  are identified – Gathering Tables, tables in social hall after services, etc. (Tim, Carolyn)
· MA will also research other UU prison ministry programs (e.g.: Illinois, Mass) 
· Group will still meet with Mary King to help assess local resources; Priscilla already identified several local resources we can use and will work with ICPJ intern resources.

New Business
1. Budget – great news, (Budget Attached)
2. Anti-Racism/Anti-Oppression Gathering Tables Feb. 6 2:30-4:00
3. HVW Rally (reflections
4.  Film series:  in lieu of forums.  How often? which films? (update on UU policy - C);partner with other groups
· Warriors Lawyers:  Defenders of Sacred Justice (Detroit producer) http://legalnews.com/washtenaw/1507159/ for a reminder of Warrior Lawyers on Sacred Justice  cost $120; trailer  https://vimeo.com/365613227
· Another Justice:  Leonard is serving a life sentence in a Florida prison for murder. Agnes (the victims’ mother and grandmother) decided to contact him in the hope it would help her heal from this tragedy and give it meaning. As the law didn’t allow her to meet Leonard, she wrote to him instead. Their exchange led them to join in a mutual fight to promote restorative justice. Their struggle echoes those of others families, bringing us to examine what restorative justice means and the hopes it sparks. DVD or Streaming - $169.95

5. Consider May for Craig Harvey’s presentation on trauma and healing and RJ Practices – Mary Ann and Kathy
6. Co-sponsorship of Seema Gajwani, FoRJ and Dispute Resolution, April 5th/7th - Carolyn


NEXT MEETING:  NEW DATE: ?? MARCH 2 - 3:00 zoom (UUAA bldg. only open Tues & Thurs)

Events:  
· Tuesday, January 25 - 7PM-8:30PM EST Online Zoom Presentation Register for the webinar at: OneStandardOfJustice.org/Zoom/A-Different-Approach-to-Sex-Crimes  A Different Approach to Sex Crimes.  The Case for Survivor-Centered Restorative Justice
 (Seema Gajwani is one of the panelist) (Flyer attached)
· Rally for Women in Huron Valley, February  ?


(Manish’s response:
Subject: RE: Restorative Justice Group Request 
Hello, dear Ginny:
Thank you for your inquiry related to a Sunday service focused on the topic of restorative justice.  I am in receipt of your suggestion, as is UUAA’s worship team.
The worship team receives a broad range of suggestions for Sunday service foci with some regularity, usually from congregants who feel passionate about a particular topic or justice issue.
Topics/foci for Sunday services are decided in a collaborative manner by UUAA’s worship team, taking into consideration major community-wide issues and needs, the spiritual/emotional developmental arc of our community, immediate and emergent needs in our local region, and other factors. 
In fairness to our broader UUAA community, which numbers about a thousand human beings, we are not in a position to ‘promise’ any individual congregant or group of congregants a specific approach or a specific topic for a Sunday service.  Therefore, we cannot promise you that.  We are in a position, however, to hold and consider your suggestion alongside the many other needs of our broad and diverse community, which we will indeed do.
You are a beloved member of our UUAA community, and I deeply appreciate your passion for equity and justice.  In a time with as many challenges as the one we are living in, every ounce of justice that we can individually and collectively work toward is needed.  For that work, for your passion and commitment, you have my abiding gratitude and admiration.
 
With much love and thanks,  Manish
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